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Michigan State University 
President John A. Hannah has 
been selected by the Nixon 
Administration to head the 
U.S. foreign aid program. 

It was also learned that Har- 
vard economics professor Ray- 
mond Vernon will be named 
to the newly recreated job of 
Deputy Under Secretary, of 
State for Economic Affairs. 

Hannah, 66, has been presi- 
dent of Michigan State Uni- 
versity for the past 27 years 
and is a year past regular re- 
tirement. 

Hannah also has enjoyed a 
long acquaintance with Presi- 
dent Nixon. He served as As- 


' of 1957. 

Since the foreign aid pro- 
gram has been under severe 
attack by Congress in recent 
years, and most recently by 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, the Nixon Admin- 
1 istration will be needing a 
friend in court. 

Hannah is to succeed AID 
Administrator William S. 
Gaud, who resigned after 
seven years in top AID jobs 
under the Democratic Admin- 
istration. 

Hannah, in turn, is to be suc- 
ceeded as MSU President by 
G. Mennen Williams, a former 
| Governor of Michigan, Assist- 
; ant Secretary of State for 
! African Affairs and, currently, 
Ambassador to the Philip- 
pines. 

Vernon, 55, was being inter- 
viewed by State Department 
officials yesterday for the re- 
created job of the depart- 
ment’s top economist. 

Recently, there had been a 
Deputy Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs, usu- 
ally the Foreign Service’s top 
career diplomat. But the in-' 
cumbent, Charles E. Bohlen, 
retired, and his functions are 
being absorbed by U. Alexis 
Johnson in the new post of 
Under Secretary for Political 
Affairs. 


to undertake Govern- 
ment contracts in South Viet- 
nam to help build up the na- 
tion under the late President 
Ngo Dinh Diem. Currently, 
his university has active pro- 
grams in the Philippines, Thai- 
land, Nigeria, Vietnam, Pakis- 
tan and India. 

Hannah also has had a per- 
sonal working relationship 
with the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee which must 
approve his nomination as ad- 
ministrator of the Agency for 
International Development. 
He conducted ‘an Asian study 
I for the committee in the spring 

Vernon also is no stranger 
to Washington. He was a stat- 
istician with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission during 
President Roosevelt’s New 
Deal days and later moved to 
the State Department’s Office 
of Economic Defense and 
. Trade Policy. 

He is considered an expert 
on tariffs, a key problem in 
his proposed job, and has had 
extensive experience with eco- 
nomic issues in Japan and; 

Mexico. Vernon has been di- 
rector of Harvard’s Develop- 
ment Advisory Service since 
1962, as well as acting director 
of Harvard’s . Center for In- 
ternational Affairs. 

Also yesterday, Agriculture 
Secretary Clifford M. Hardin 
formally announced four pre- 
viously reported appoint- 
ments: James V. Smith, for- 
mer Oklahoma Congressman, 
to be Administrator of the 
Farmers Home Administra- 
tion; Everett G. Weitzell, a ca- 
reer Agriculture employe, to 
be -deputy administrator of the 
Rural Electrification Adminis- 
tration; Roy W. Lennartson, 
another career man, to he Ad- 
ministrator of the Consumer 
and Marketing Service; and 
E. F. Behrens, Hardin’s transi- 
tion representative and former 
staff member of the Senate 
Government Operations Com- 
mittee, to be the Secretary’s 
executive assistant. 


sistant Secretary of Defense 
for manpower during the early 
years of the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration and more recent- 
ly has been chairman of the 
U.S. Civil Rights Commission 
and a member of the Presi- 
dent’s Council of Equal Oppor- 
tunity. 

But, more pertinent to his 
present appointment, Han- 
nah is regarded as the aca- 
demic pioneer . in involving 
universities in the Govern- 
ment’s foreign aid program 
so that Government could ben- 
efit from, academic expertise 
and the universities could ex- 
pand their international hori- 
zons..- 
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